‘Birth al a
Leshian® by
Ranit Yaniteki

(Courteny]
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Yasur’s works are untithed (Cowrtesy)

but I'm silent in rmy it Romit talks
with her art. $he doesn’t give a damn;
skre uses her art to say everything.”

“l must,” says Yanizki. “Hecause |'m
so angry about what is happening
today - wars, violatlons of human
rights. | must express myself, [ believe
that art can make changes. Really! An
artist must talk, because they have the
power o change things. The wosld Is
nat @ funny place to lve,”

Be that as it may, her works are usu-
ally funny - often playfully so - and
just occasionally disturbing. She me-
ther paints nor sculpts, but “arranges”
objects artistically, in & stvle reminis-
cent of the Arts and Crafts movement
that thourished im late 198h-Century
England. Her métier Includes things
like Beads, dolls, doll shoes, man-
nequin  heads, stuffed animals, toys
A ather adds and ends that she man-
apes to collect.

Shve graces this exhibition with cre-
ations ltke Rirth af a Lesbian, In which a
fermale :|:|m111l:l|,|1|ir|. heEacd, gilr!:lrldl:-c]
with [ewels, appears to be emergng
from a pillar of heavenly rejoicing. Go
far It shiows several palrs of doll shoes,
maowing in what appesar to (Rl |_||;r:-.-:_1ru1'|
marches of liberation. The tiny shoes,
siys Yanizki, are supposed bo represent
the kind of shoes worn historically by
Chiness women with bound feet,

Somewhat more sertoushy, a large col-
lage of objects frame a statement writ-
ten in Arabie: “Mother, [ am a girl and
| love girls.™

Yanizkl created this in protest of the
status and treatment of women in
Middle Eastern countries. Her most
amusing work, however, Is Barbie
Coopnes (il Peaturing a standing Ferris
wheel that the wviewer can turn, in
which several Barble daolls sit with dif-
ferent female doll companions.

Yasur ks also drawn to Barbie as a cul-
tural icon of perfect feminine beauty,
and two of her works feature Barhies in
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onit Yanizki was born
54 years ago on
Kibbartz Can Shmsel,
grew up as a self-con-
fessed “tomimny,
became an athlete, and played
professional baskethall on the
national women's team and
in the Fremiere Leagoe for 20
vears hetore becoming a suc-
cessful producer of 1smaeli

rock concerts. Then, in
2003, during a8 two-year
sojourn  in Minneapolis,

Minnesota, she heard the call
of a still, small vaolce deep

- within  her psyche and
i % became an artist. She has
i since had Y1 critically

aoclaimed solo exhilvitions.
oel Yasur, too, was bom 54
YEATS g0, toa stringently reli-
glous family In Tel Aviv. She
liwed in the citv's Neveh
lzedek nelghborhood uni
i the age af nine, followed by
; another nine wears in the
sputhern neighborhood  of
Kiryat Shalom. S5he also
sofjourmied in the Linited States
foor & while, receiving a FhI) In
holistic  psychology  from
UiCLA, then returned to [srael
and directed a home for the
aged for 12 wears, She Degan
palnting in clementary school,
armdd later turieed B art [or emo-
tlonal release.
“Sometimes | can’t express my
fealings well,” explains Yasur, who
hias ||::||.'Ii-:'|'l.'. privately as a psvchother-
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‘Wother | am a Girl and
| Lowve Girls” by
Ronit Yamlzki (Couresy)

For artists Ronit Yanizki and Joel Yasur,
creating is a means of finding their voice

apist for more than two decades and
has bullt her reputation as an artist
with six solo exhibltions. 1 can shout,
OF SCIEAm, OF CTy And [ found really the
best way t0 deal with my feclings is to
paint.”

Ihe two women are now staging a
joint exhibition called “11 Takes T'wo to
Tanmgo."” after reallzing how much they
have in common: Besides their age,
both artists smoke heavily, speak with
almost Identical wolces, and are gav.
Baoth have had to make painful cholcoes
in life, requiring courage and o deter-
mination o break rules and flout social
conventions - themes amply reflected
in their respective works of art.

Yasur 5AYS ::.1:11|:||:.-'_ | |1:|.ir|'r it only o
X [Iness myselt, but also o make a state-
ment about my life. 1 was born intoe a

Joel Yasur (beft) shies away from the term gay artist while Ronit Yanizki embraces it.
{Cad Hoffman]

different situations, one |_Ii-_.]1|i|:.'ir|p,
three dolls' heads and a Frisbee, and
another in which Barbie seems to be
melting in a pool of bleod. Most of hes
work in this exhibition is more Conser-
vative, however, expressed in abstract
oil painting on either canvas or wood,
“In my art, | like a lot of color - For
my ark, and for my heart,” shie says,

WHEREAS YANIZE] uses art to make
statements abowt what 5 going on in
thee world, art for Yasur is something
quieter: “For me, art is like a clear lake
where you go in to become clean. It's a
place whese [ can really be free”

As a form of self-therapy, Yasur often
takes & camera and bicyvcles through
thie early moming streets of Tel Awviw,

“1 take pictures of old buildings,” she
says. "My passion is buildings. If you
lo=nk at my paintings, you can also find
walls, and pans of bulldings, like in a
puzzle. Becawse my memory.. [ don't

Tememmber |1|_|'il|,|=|r|.|:g': I remembér prug-
zle pleces of bulldings - from here,
from there, Buildings — old buildings,
especlally - remind us that we are not
the First F-E_"I_IEHI_" here, and not the last,
These things were here before us and
will live after us.”

Unlike Yanizki, she does not title any
of her works, explaining, “For me, the
name of our exhibition |5 enough.®

Yanizki feels the exhibition “is basi-
cally a meeting of two arists, with the
figurative art that I'm coing, along
with the abstract art that Joel is doing.
It goses topether somehow."”

Adds Yasur, “The way we live, the
way we work and the way we speak is
almost the same. We're both gay, we
berth started our Lves at the same time,
and we met each other when we ware
both very voung. This s the communl-
cation. We don't need :|.r|:,-'|hi|13 Else”

Asked whether they consider them-
selvies “artists” or “gay artists,” the two

very religious family, | got married
when | was 20-something. And when |
Was Ell'_l-u;'umcrhinj;. I got divorcedd, And
1 met a woman and fell in love with
her | have three chiklren, And 1 have
lived with a woman for 17 years.”

She does not |,I'i'|.'|..|l;_.;|.' that woman's
name, saying only that she is a photog-
rapher,

Yamizki's life partner s a well-known
welght-loss surgeon, Dr. Osnat Razicl,

Of the exhibition, Yasur says, “lango
Is about dancing, and we don't nesd a
risgson to dance... because we tango all
our lves. Tampo is not something that
vou have to complete with someone.
People meet. The two of us, Bonit and 1,
met when we were like 26, 27. Since
then, we have danced the tango togeth-
e, without words. [ alk a lot in my lifie,

For me, being gay is not
really about living with a
woman. Being gay for me
is a way for me to be free,
to live my own life. | think
| became gay in order to
be like this. | was marrieq,
and | had boyfriends. For
me, it was an ideological
choice, Being gay gave
me the freedom to do
what | want

- Joel Yasur

'.'{'F:-I_'_c in wrisor, “ o] ||~.|.|"\.r':||::|!"

While Yanizki states forcefully that
she i a gy artist,” Yasur's answer is
maore complex.

I ddont like theese labels,” she says, ©1
den't like to hear that because | am gay,
I am doing ‘way art. 1 |,1ﬂ,'!1-r tes Ccall
what [ do ‘woman art."®

S0 what is the difference between
“woman art”™ amd, well, "man art?
Yamizki replies, “The life of women is
different from the lile of men. 50 when
you live your life as a woman, your art
will be different from the art of a man. ™

Says Yasur, “They say that a womanmn is
mever satisfied, Well, that’s true as far as
art goes. A woman artist is never satis-
fiegd with her wiork. She looks at it, even
wihen 1t s hanging in a gallery, and still
wishei she could add more syrength,
more warmth. Women are also more
flexible and more inclined to always
try new things, both in life and in art.”

She concludes her thoughts with the
surprising statement that she did not
become a creator of "woman  art”™
because she was gay, but rather became
gy in order to be an artist

“For mee, being gay Is not really about
living with a womian,”™ she says, “Being
gay for me is a way for me to be free, to
bive my own life. 1 think 1 became gy
in order to be like this. | was married,
and 1 had boyfriends. For me, it was an
ideological cholce, Being gay gave me
the freedom to do what [ want,”

Yanizki adds, *Sometimes, vou're
born with it, like me. But a kot of
women become leshian because it's
very difficult to live with men, to sleep
with the |,-=|1|.*|11:|.'."

*If Takes Twa e Tange™ & o6 despla
nntil  Decesnber 5 ol fhe  Shovasiim
(dflery, & Reimey Sbreet, Tel Awviv, om
Snndiry, Monday and Thiersday frome 11
aunt. fo 5 pom, sl Fraokny frouel 1030 ane
fo 130 pome. For ferther imformation: (031
GBR3- 1551
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